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cpresti in no uncertain wui 

and :^-^iti.mate concern about tion oi' the general terms for a settle- 
' * meat. The details, the exact procedures 


actions of South Africa. 

' ;^,re working ‘n karmony with 
alliance friends. We are 
in;.! in harmony with leaders in. 
a and ihrougliout ‘the rest of the 
i. k; y decision has been to support 
y: against the sale o? 

K'ns to Sloutn Africc. This will be 
!:d out immefiiatcly by us. 

/ prediction is the United Nations 
adopt such a resolution, end it 
f)e overwhelmingly supported by 
letions of the world. This will be 
?d with a direction from me that 
be carried out. It would include 
ohibition against the sale of spare 
] to weapons and we will also, of 
se, assess other actions that might 
.iken in the future. 

'e don't know yet what the negotia- 
s might be between us and the na- 
s that I describe to you, but this 
a appropriate action in my opinion, 
we still hope that South Africa^ 
not sever themselves from the rest 
he v/Oi'ld community, that they will 
>eia(e with us in bringing peace . 
that they v/ill move in a rapid 
evolutionary way toward restoring 
granting for the first time those 
iao. rights that we hold so dear. 

4. .^^a^UTal Gas Pricing' 

> Mr. President. There is talk on 
)itnl Ml 11 that the Administration 
uld accept a bill that sets the pricing 
natural gas at $1.85 per mef and 
I said that you would only sign a 
that was fair to the consumers, 

: if Congress were to pass a bill 
ting the price at $1.65, would you 
n it? 

I doTi’t Y/ant to get into the role 
saying I will or will not sign a bill 
It has this or that in it. As you know, 
i uegoiiatious on tile House and Sen- 
i sid i both are very sensitive at this 
int and we had prospects several 
:>nUis ago in June and July of having 
:ompIete failure in the House,' 

They debated and worked and very 
urageously came out with an accept- 
dc package fairly close to what we 
oposeeb I still stand behind the 
K)posam that we made to Congress 
April. I believe •'that’s the best ap- 
•oach. The price for natural gas that 
e put forward was $1.75. It involves 
slow but predictable increase in the 
rice of natural gas that would be com- 
atible with world prices and it had 
n accurate, I think an adequate de- 
option of the definition of new gas. 
We also proposed to include both 
itrastate and interstate gas in this 
icw program. That's still my position 
.nd that’s what Trn going to fight for 
md v/ork hard for in the conference 
ormnittee, and then -when the confer- 
mce committee comes back to the 
“jOu.se and Senate. 

I have not had any secret or private 
igreemeitts with anyone to modify our 
:Avn original proposal. We stuck AWth 


by which we might verify and so forth, 
would take a long end tedious negotia- 
tion. 

As yr»u know, the S.A.LT I agreement, 
the so-called interim agreement, pro- 
vides lor heavy disparity between us 
and the Soviets, vvUh the Soviets hav- 
ing a -right to have about one-third 
more launchers than we have, and 
about one-third more submarines than 
we have, and about one-third more sub- 
marine missiles than we have. 

The Vladivostok Agreement which, 
as you know, has never been ratified, 
set a 2,400 limit on launchers, 1,320 
limit on American missiles. We hope 
to reduce those levels. And there's a 
general agreement now that those 
levels will be reduced. 

Also, for the first time, we have dis- 
cussed in very strong terms and are 
close to an agreement on how many 
land-based ICBM MIRV missiles will 
be permitted. This is a new develop- 
ment, , . ^ ' 

But we've not yet reached final 
agieement between ourselves and the 
Soviet Union. : 

But I think, as I said in both Iowa 
and in Los Angeles, within a few weeks 
we'll have a demonstration of real 
progress. The detail signing cf a treaty 
will take longer than that. 

6. Indictment of Heims 

Q. Mr. President, Attorney General 
Griffin Bell said recently that he has 
reached some decision now in hs* own 
mind as to whether or not it is proper 
and practical to seek an indictment 
against former C. I. A. Director Richard 
Helms. He also discussed some of the 
ways that he thought might be used 
to keep sensitive materials of national 
security value from being revealed in 
any tral that might ensue. 

Have you reached any conclusion in 
your own mind on this matter, and 
is the issue of revealing national secur- 
ty material sufficiently resolved now 
so that the judgment can be made on 
the merits of a possible indictment it- 
self? ’ 

A. I don't know- The Attorney Gener- 
al has not informed me about what 
his decision is. In fact, I had not known 
he had made a decision until I saw 
it in the press. I would presume, 
though, that before that decision is put 
mto final form that he would discuss 
it, with me. He has not yet done so. 

7. Criticism of President 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Rhodes, the 
Republican leader of the House, says 
that your Administration is inept. And, 
as you know, a lot of people have been 
suggesting that you have not been able 
■ to cope with all of these problems and 
with all of these initiatives. Assuming 
you don’t think there's a word of truth 
in any of that, will you tell us why 
you think th-e perception is abroad to 


ine universities, the economists, i.ie 
business leaders, the labor 

And I don't see anything h vdih 
this or anything that I would ciwne 
differently. The fact that thv f-asy sohi- 
tions have not come foiwanl immedi- 
ately don’t concern me because they 
are not the questions that can be re- 
solved easily. 

But 1 think that in the long run, cer- 
tainly in retrospect after this year goes 
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that he had been listeninp f j n jtK s. 
He also seemed less ebulht i - ? • ' iror- 

ously optimistic than he hic : ' . t t'en 
earlier in the year. 

He admitted he had a bill ior 

the “difficult and controvc;i: iak’ fcdiiii.qy 
“but I could not bring myseb j Presi- 
dent, responsible for oui* pecplcT fecuniy 
and for the w'elfare of our ciliitetis, for 
the redressing of some inugfitBndmg prob- 
leras, to delay them simply H) avoid 
controversy.". 

But he indicated, far more clearly than 
he had in the past, some realistic doubts 
about the art of the possible. 

“It migh. take us three or four more 
years to reach a final conclusion on wel- 
fare reform, or tax reform " he said, a 
prediction he had not m«de before. It 
was, he said, better to get such difficult 
“problems on the table" and let the pow*er 
centers and, the people chew on them. 

But, in a move that showed he wa.s 
by no means innocent of political reality 
and of the need for careful timing, he 
said thatiiis much heralded “tax reform" 
bill would be held back until a nearly 
exhausted Congress dealt with his energy 
policy proposals and with new financing 
for the depleted Social Security System. 
Mr. Carter was deliberately vague about 
whether the tax refomr package would 
come at the end of this Congressional 
session or early next year — but it v/ill 
definitely c>me. 

Then, he clearly indicated, the country 
will be given a sort of breathing spell. 

“I was thinking the otiier day/’ he said 
softly, “about what new ma joi innovative 
proposals might be forthcoming next year 
and the year after. I can’t Uunk of any. 
I think we have addressed ell of the 
major problems already." He added, “I 
think most of th em'ajor debates now 
have already been initiated." . . 

This was not quite as siripie ^r. the 
President made it .sound. One of his top 
White House assistants said later that 
the Preisdent would probably try to intro- 
duce into Congress sometime In the next 
two years national health insurance legis- 
lation and a comprehensive “urban poli- 
cy," since they are commitments already 
made by the President. 

Nonetheless, his words may be a relief 
to critics like Arthur F. Burns, the chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve Board, who 
only yesterday criticized Mr Carter’s eco- 


nouncea that ; vouiai 
energy package. : 
rating would drop 
There is a gener:*.!; 
country of optimisra s 
as revealed by Pa: U 
others. The econor:'',yi 
good attributes ic it t 
recognized vividly. '.^1 

is corniiir down fairly 
an underlying inf]a:ir 
about 6 percccb Tin 


a Slower ; 


nomic policies and sai( 
pected “the ability of I 
similsle new policy pi 
planning framework j 
stretched pretty thin.” ! 

The President did d 
any of the supposa«i. 
Burns had hinted oi j 
again, Mr. Carter sc 
ry than combative. I 
He said he “shared” 1 
that “we have creal • , 
business community ' .j 
a Is" — although he f : i 4 
helped because urg'; cj 
urgent remedy. j 
three different ti 
news conference Mr. .i 
reform pregram wru i 
at promoting capital 
couraging capital 
that Mr. Burns had uu 5 
Mr. Carter said I 
whether to reappoint 
term, as chaimic:?! 0 
expires in Januar . . b 
very able and outs /ok 
man." [Question 2.) 

And Mr. Carte, 


Ckristtiw:: 

Plann-.. 

VMSHINGTOTJ, ■: 
ident Carter, -a';’ 
Rosalynn, had 
decision" to " 

the Christmas Iv ^ ’ 
to day that u 

justed to its new 1 x 
“I always spe: -J- 
he said after 0 » 

news conference 
He said that 
the decision ic 
the holiday. 

“The town I'"- 
accommcdvte " ^ 
of tourists fil'd • : 
nancialjy from 
to put . . . idr ’ ’ 
structure inLacu” I- 
He was 

would ./i 

on? or a nC'/ .-.u 
summer, T 

as he die! the i 
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